
Book Interview with Ms. Taylor 

What book is currently on your nightstand? 

Nineteen Minutes 

When and where do you most enjoy reading? 

Sitting outside in good weather, or tucked under the covers of my bed in bad weather. 

What was the last truly great book you read? 

Shortest Way Home 

Are you a fiction or a nonfiction person? If fiction, do you have a favorite literary genre 

(or what types of nonfiction do you enjoy)? 

Both: Fiction - I love reading realistic, social issues, dramatic stories. Nonfiction - I love 
reading personal memoirs.  

Do you have a favorite YA or classic book? 

My favorite classic is To Kill a Mockingbird, and my favorite YA is Hatchet. 

Paper or e-book? Are you a note-taker? Favorite snack while you read? 

I mostly read e-book for convenience, but I prefer the experience of reading a paper book. I 
take tons of notes while reading, mostly on post-its, but sometimes in my phone. I like 
chewing on and revisiting quotations and moments that catch my attention while I read. 
Favorite snack? Anything salty. 

What book most influenced you or made the greatest impact in your life? 

Those have been different books at different crossroads in my life. The greatest one was 
perhaps The Belgariad series by David Eddings when I was like 9 or 10. It was during 
summer. I was bored and wanted to play, but my older sister (my play companion of choice, 
not my younger sisters) was reading. I kept nagging her to pay attention to me, so finally 
she just started reading to me. It was actually the third book of the series, but I fell into 
the story so quickly and completely that after she finished reading the third book to me, I 



went back to the first book and read the entire series on my own. I had never been a 
pleasure reader before that; I'd only read because someone made me. Ever since then, I've 
been a voracious reader. 

Favorite childhood book or one you wish every child would read? Or perhaps a favorite 

character or hero? 

Hmmm. This one's hard. I guess if I had to pick just one, then I'd choose Dr. Seuss, and if I 
had to pick just one of them, then it would be "Green Eggs and Ham." Dr. Seuss books are 
such a wonderful introduction to the flexibility and the fun of the English language, and 
"Green Eggs and Ham" teaches a valuable lesson about trying things without being didactic 
and boring. 

What book did you find disappointing or way overrated? You know you were 

"supposed" to love it/appreciate it, but bleh, you didn't. 

Wuthering Heights. I just don't get it. As an English teacher who loves Jane Eyre, Pride and 
Prejudice, etc., everyone says I should love it. I can't stand it. It took me three tries to get 
through it, and I was so relieved to be done. 

If you could meet one writer, dead or alive, who would it be? What would you ask? Have 

you ever written to an author? 

I wish I could have met Mary Shelly. She defied all the rules for women of her time and had 
such a unique perspective on humanity. I would ask her what it was like to be her 
individually and what it was like to be a female writer. I wrote an e-mail to a contemporary 
author who wrote about the end of a marriage in her book when my marriage was ending, 
and to my shock, she e-mailed back, personally and sincerely responding to my comments. It 
meant a lot to me. 

What do you plan to read as your next quarantine book? 

"Let's Pretend This Never Happened" because that's what the English department book club 
chose for the first book of our quarantine book club. 

 

 
 


